
Bulletin Boards, Brochures and Exhibits Policy 

Exhibits  

The St. Ignace Public Library (SIPL) provides a venue for local artists/exhibitors to display visual art and 

artifacts to increase awareness and appreciation of history and the arts.  

The Director will work with staff members to make decisions regarding the selection of materials to be 

displayed. In making decisions regarding the suitability of the work to be exhibited, the Director or 

designee will take into consideration the use of the library by all segments of the community and all age 

groups. Selection priority may be given to local artists/exhibitors and those who have not previously 

exhibited in the library. 

The exhibit space shall not be used for advertising or political purposes. The artist/exhibitor assumes all 

liability for the loss of, or damage to, materials on display. The library reserves the right to cancel the 

exhibition for any reason. 

Literature Display 

SIPL adheres to the principle that the Library is an institution that reflects the community and is a venue 

for all points of view including political, social, and religious, no matter how controversial or 

objectionable these views may be to some people. To support this basic principle and to foster positive 

relationships within the community, this policy has been established.  

Bulletin Boards and Distribution Areas - Reserved for Use by SIPL 

In areas reserved for SIPL’s exclusive use, SIPL posts and distributes materials:  

• Related to library services, programs and events.  

• Provided by the Friends groups of SIPL.  

• Provided by other governmental entities such as city and townships within the SIPL service area, 

Mackinac County, state and federal governments.  

Other Bulletin Boards and Distribution Areas 

A limited amount of bulletin board space and distribution areas are available for the posting and passive 

distribution of materials provided by nonprofit organizations, educational institutions and governmental 

agencies. The Director will work with staff members to make decisions regarding the selection of 

materials to be displayed, the Director or designee must authorize all posting and distribution before it 

occurs. Authorization will be based on the provisions of this policy and not on the viewpoint, beliefs, or 

affiliations of the nonprofit group or the viewpoints expressed in the materials. Posting or distribution of 

any such materials in the Library does not indicate SIPL’s endorsement of the ideas, issues, or events 

promoted by those materials.  

General Rules  

The amount of bulletin board and distribution area space varies and is limited. To provide SIPL visitors 



with the opportunity to review materials from nonprofit organizations that they might not otherwise 

have the opportunity to review, the following rules apply:  

• Bulletin Boards - Event Announcements - Bulletin board space is provided for announcements 

of dated local events whose principal sponsors are nonprofit organizations. SIPL may give priority to 

announcements for events scheduled to take place in a geographic area near the library.  

 

• Distribution Areas - Nonprofit organizations may provide, for passive distribution only, dated materials 

related to their nonprofit purpose. These materials may only be displayed in the areas designated for 

this purpose. Passive distribution means leaving the materials with SIPL staff for library visitors, if they 

so choose, to review and/or take with them. Passive distribution does not include verbally or visually (by 

means of signs, placards, etc.) encouraging library visitors to review or take any materials with them.  

• Prohibitions - The Director or their designee may decline requests to display materials due to, and not 

limited to:  

• information promoting or condoning illegal activity, violence, discrimination and profanity  

• commercial for-profit promotion  

• fundraising or sales, except for Friends Group used book sales 

• local relevance 

• lack of available space within the designated distribution area or bulletin board  

• Election-Related Information  

• Before an election, SIPL may have available, equally, voter information and campaign literature 

about political candidates appearing on local ballots. Any materials that directly or indirectly 

refer to an election or a candidate must be removed prior to Election Day if within 100 feet of 

any entrance to a polling place or in a hallway used by voters to enter or exit a polling place.   

• Prior to an election, campaign material relating to ballot issues may be placed in the library for 

display and/or distribution to the public. If there is formal opposition to a ballot issue, equal 

consideration shall be given. Campaign materials that directly or indirectly refer to a ballot issue 

must be removed prior to Election Day if located within 100 feet of any entrance to a polling 

place or in a hallway used by voters to enter or exit a polling place.  

Terms for Use 

All materials posted or distributed must comply with this policy and any other applicable Library policy, 

procedure or guideline. No other materials may be posted or distributed.  

All posting and placement of materials in distribution areas shall be done by Library staff. Individuals 

requesting posting or distribution shall not themselves post or leave materials in distribution areas.  

Materials left for posting or distribution without authorization from the Library will be discarded. The 

Library assumes no responsibility for the preservation or protection of materials posted or distributed. 

Materials will not be returned.   
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